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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
DEFENSE CIVILIAN PERSONNEL ADVISORY SERVICE 

4800 MARK CENTER DRIVE 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22350-1100 

FOR:  CIVILIAN PERSONNEL POLICY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

FROM:  Defense Civilian Personnel Advisory Service Director, Ms. Michelle LoweSolis 

SUBJECT:  Evacuation Pay Authority During the Coronavirus Disease 2019 Pandemic 

AUDIENCE:  Nonappropriated Fund and Appropriated Fund Personnel 

ACTION:  Disseminate to Department of Defense (DoD) Human Resources Practitioners and 
Hiring Managers 

REFERENCES:   
a. Deputy Secretary of Defense Memorandum, “Evacuation Pay Authority During the

Coronavirus Disease 2019 Pandemic,” dated December 3, 2020 (attached)
b. Office of Personnel Management (OPM) Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) on

Evacuation Payments During a Pandemic Health Crisis, https://www.opm.gov/policy-
data-oversight/covid-19/frequently-asked-questions-on-evacuation-payments-during-a-
pandemic-health-crisis/

BACKGROUND/INTENT:  On December 3, 2020, the Deputy Secretary of Defense signed 
reference (a), which authorizes DoD Components to use the authority under the Joint Travel 
Regulations to issue localized evacuation orders during the COVID-19 pandemic when a facility 
or installation is at Health Protection Condition Charlie or Delta, or when an individual(s) is 
symptomatic, has tested positive for COVID-19, or has been potentially exposed to COVID-19, 
and when the evacuation authority, under this memorandum, must be ended.  The memorandum 
also authorizes Components to direct an employee to telework with or without a telework 
agreement, and restricts Components from issuing evacuation orders to provide nonduty time for 
civilians to provide caregiving to a child or dependent.   

Reference (b) provides frequently asked questions on evacuation payments during a pandemic 
health crisis.     

POINT OF CONTACT:  DCPAS Emergency Preparedness email: 
dodhra.mcalex.dcpas.list.emergency-preparedness@mail.mil.   
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